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" An Introduction the ‘Theology
of Klaas Schilder

J.M.Batteau™

An Introdction to the Theology of Klaas Schilder by J.M.Batteau
(A Lecture Delivered at Kobe Reformed Theolgical Seminary, Kobe, Japan, on June
1, 1988)

Klaas Schilder (1890-1952) is one of the most important Reformed theolgians of
the 20th century. His thought might be best callled a combination of uncomp;omising
orthodoxy and new Biblical insights. As professor of Dogmatics in Kampen, as editor
of the weekly De Reformatie (The Reformation), as a preachef, and as a polemicist,
he declared his full allegiance to the infalliblity of the Bible. He was clear in his commit-
ment to the confessional standards of the Reformed Churches in T® » Netherlands
(De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland): the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Cate-
chism, and the Canons of Dordt. And vet he was not merely conservative. He wanted
to modify important doctrines in a more biblical direction, he wanted to see preaching
renewed, and he was unsatisfied with many of the “conservative” aspects of Dutch
church life. Like Abraham Kuyper before him, Schilder desired to be Reformed-and-
always-reforming” ' ‘

In this lecture I hope to give you an introduction to the basic motifs of Schilder ‘s
theology. But in order to do this, we first need to review the general Dutch theological
scene,so as to be able to see his place in it. Then we will listen to Schilder” s own

words, as he describes his view of the church.

* Associate Professor of Systematic Theology
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